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The idea of sacks of flour serving as legs illustrates
the principles of displacement. Sacks of flour are all
very well in their way, and when taken by themselves
are quite commonplace objects; but when they are
made to represent the legs of a man they are far from
being ordinary ideas; they are, in fact, extraordinary.
They have become displaced from the set of memories
to which they belong, and have been projected to other
sets where they have no relevant orderliness whatever.
With this little additional information for your
guidance, go to work now and see if you can split up
some of your complex dream fragments into smaller
parts. For example : In the case of the man with the
stooping shoulders (who reminds you of some particular
individual), just consider the stooping shoulders as
an element for a stimulus idea, and let your associations
flow from that point.
After you have done this, take the beard part of the
condensed figure, and utilise that as another stimulus
point; and if the figure has other familiar yet strange
characteristics, take them all in turn and treat them
likewise.
Remember that the great secret in dream analysis is
to split up the dream fragments until you can consider
something that is free from distortion.
After you have taken all the features of condensa-
tion, and have developed flows of free associations in
connection with them, take up the displacements; in
the case in point, for instance, these are the sacks of
flour that have become displaced from a logical to an
illogical association. Forget everything else; take
these sacks of flour as stimulus points, and let the mental
engine ran freely again. Don't think of those sacks of